ECG monitoring of oral surgery patients receiving a local anesthetic.
Cardiac arrhythmias were observed on continuous electrocardiographic tracings in 36 of 225 patients who were having oral surgical procedures with local anesthesia only. The arrhythmias were serious enough in five patients to cause alteration of the treatment. A stethoscope taped to the chest of every patient for checking before and during every procedure might be just as effective as an electrocardioscope.